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is a common suspicion to-day that the higher criticism if permitted to exercise 
itself upon the Bible would undermine all the foundations of the preacher's power. 
Prof. Cheyne endeavors to show practically that this is not true. Recognizing 
much in these wonderful stories concerning the ancient prophet which is merely 
the poetic dress of fact he nevertheless always holds fast to the essential realities 
lying beneath the form. The sermons are not powerful in laying hold on the 
moral convictions, but they abound in passages of real spiritual beauty and are shot 
through with profound faith in the verities of the religious life. If any preacher 
is troubled for fear that the new movements in biblical criticism are only destruc- 
tive let him buy and study these sermons. The subject of the essay read at 
the Church Congress is, To what extent shall results of historical and scientific 
criticism, especially of the Old Testament, be recognized in sermons and teach- 
ing ? and, bold as are its positions, it closes with words like these, " I should insist 
on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit's continual presence being made ever more and 
more a reality. No essential truth which He has once revealed can be impaired 
by any fresh discovery of facts. Faith in the supernatural cannot pass away ; but 
our modes of conceiving the supernatural may be largely modified through the 
revelations of science and of criticism. Spiritual truths cannot become anti- 
quated, but if the successes of criticism have the value which I have ascribed to 
them, they must lead to fuller insight into divine truth. All truth, in fact, is 
divine; all truths are connected and therefore ultimately reconcilable." From 
so reverent and so careful an investigator, biblical study has nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. 



FUTURE PBOBATION EXAMISED.* 



This book comes within the scope of this journal only so far as the Old Testa- 
ment is used in its argument. It is believed that a helpful service can be done 
in calling attention to the use of the O. T., and in guarding it carefully from per- 
version and misapplication, on the part of those who engage in the defense of this 
or that side of some important doctrine. As for the present volume, it makes 
comparatively little use of O. T. passages and is, in general, quite accurate. Some 
doubtful texts are used as proof. Isa. 9:6 is adduced in behalf of the eternity of 
God. It is somewhat forced to urge (p. 103) Eccl. 9:10 as against a future proba- 
tion. If used as a proof-text it proves too much. The words of Hosea 13:9, 
quoted from the A. V. on p. 159, lose their force in the writer's argument when 
the B. y. is followed. Indeed it is an unaccountable oversight in this book that 
the texts are not always cited from the Revised Version. The method of gather- 
ing passages from all parts of the Bible without apparent reference to their con- 
nection or to their position in the history of revelation is not one to be commended. 
That it is followed by the author of this volume is a serious blemish upon what 
is otherwise a strong and fair argument against the hypothesis of future pro- 
bation. 



* Fdtubi: Probation Examined. By WllUam DeLoss Love, pastor at South Hadley, Maes 
New Tork: Funfc * WaanaTUs, 1888. Pp. 323. 



